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JEAN MCCONVILLE'S ABDUCTION WAS ONE OF THE
MOST NOTORIOUS EPISODES OF THE VICIOUS
CONFLICT KNOWN AS THE TROUBLES.  EVERYONE IN
THE NEIGHBORHOOD KNEW THE I .R.A.  WAS
RESPONSIBLE.  BUT IN A CLIMATE OF FEAR AND
PARANOIA,  NO ONE WOULD SPEAK OF IT .  IN 2003,
FIVE YEARS AFTER AN ACCORD BROUGHT AN UNEASY
PEACE TO NORTHERN IRELAND, A SET OF HUMAN
BONES WAS DISCOVERED ON A BEACH.
MCCONVILLE'S CHILDREN KNEW IT WAS THEIR
MOTHER WHEN THEY WERE TOLD A BLUE SAFETY PIN
WAS ATTACHED TO THE DRESS--WITH SO MANY KIDS,
SHE HAD ALWAYS KEPT IT HANDY FOR DIAPERS OR
RIPPED CLOTHES.

PATRICK RADDEN KEEFE'S MESMERIZING BOOK ON
THE BITTER CONFLICT IN NORTHERN IRELAND AND
ITS AFTERMATH USES THE MCCONVILLE CASE AS A
STARTING POINT FOR THE TALE OF A SOCIETY
WRACKED BY A VIOLENT GUERRILLA WAR, A WAR
WHOSE CONSEQUENCES HAVE NEVER BEEN
RECKONED WITH. THE BRUTAL VIOLENCE SEARED
NOT ONLY PEOPLE LIKE THE MCCONVILLE CHILDREN,
BUT ALSO I .R.A.  MEMBERS EMBITTERED BY A PEACE
THAT FELL FAR SHORT OF THE GOAL OF A UNITED
IRELAND, AND LEFT THEM WONDERING WHETHER
THE KILLINGS THEY COMMITTED WERE NOT JUSTIFIED
ACTS OF WAR, BUT SIMPLE MURDERS.

FROM RADICAL AND IMPETUOUS I .R.A.  TERRORISTS
SUCH AS DOLOURS PRICE,  WHO, WHEN SHE WAS
BARELY OUT OF HER TEENS,  WAS ALREADY PLANTING
BOMBS IN LONDON AND TARGETING INFORMERS FOR
EXECUTION, TO THE FEROCIOUS I .R.A.  MASTERMIND
KNOWN AS THE DARK,  TO THE SPY GAMES AND DIRTY
SCHEMES OF THE BRITISH ARMY, TO GERRY ADAMS,
WHO NEGOTIATED THE PEACE BUT BETRAYED HIS
HARDCORE COMRADES BY DENYING HIS I .R.A.  PAST--
SAY NOTHING CONJURES A WORLD OF PASSION,
BETRAYAL,  VENGEANCE,  AND ANGUISH.


