
THE VIGNES TWIN SISTERS WILL ALWAYS BE
IDENTICAL. BUT AFTER GROWING UP TOGETHER IN
A SMALL, SOUTHERN BLACK COMMUNITY AND
RUNNING AWAY AT AGE SIXTEEN, IT'S NOT JUST THE
SHAPE OF THEIR DAILY LIVES THAT IS DIFFERENT AS
ADULTS, IT'S EVERYTHING: THEIR FAMILIES, THEIR
COMMUNITIES, THEIR RACIAL IDENTITIES. MANY
YEARS LATER, ONE SISTER LIVES WITH HER BLACK
DAUGHTER IN THE SAME SOUTHERN TOWN SHE
ONCE TRIED TO ESCAPE. THE OTHER SECRETLY
PASSES FOR WHITE, AND HER WHITE HUSBAND
KNOWS NOTHING OF HER PAST. STILL, EVEN
SEPARATED BY SO MANY MILES AND JUST AS MANY
LIES, THE FATES OF THE TWINS REMAIN
INTERTWINED. WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO THE NEXT
GENERATION, WHEN THEIR OWN DAUGHTERS'
STORYLINES INTERSECT?

WEAVING TOGETHER MULTIPLE STRANDS AND
GENERATIONS OF THIS FAMILY, FROM THE DEEP
SOUTH TO CALIFORNIA, FROM THE 1950S TO THE
1990S, BRIT BENNETT PRODUCES A STORY THAT IS
AT ONCE A RIVETING, EMOTIONAL FAMILY STORY
AND A BRILLIANT EXPLORATION OF THE AMERICAN
HISTORY OF PASSING. LOOKING WELL BEYOND
ISSUES OF RACE, THE VANISHING HALF CONSIDERS
THE LASTING INFLUENCE OF THE PAST AS IT
SHAPES A PERSON'S DECISIONS, DESIRES, AND
EXPECTATIONS, AND EXPLORES SOME OF THE
MULTIPLE REASONS AND REALMS IN WHICH
PEOPLE SOMETIMES FEEL PULLED TO LIVE AS
SOMETHING OTHER THAN THEIR ORIGINS.
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