
TUBERCULOSIS HAS BEEN ENTWINED WITH
HUMANITY FOR MILLENNIA. ONCE
ROMANTICIZED AS A MALADY OF POETS,
TODAY TUBERCULOSIS IS SEEN AS A
DISEASE OF POVERTY THAT WALKS THE
TRAILS OF INJUSTICE AND INEQUITY WE
BLAZED FOR IT.

IN 2019, AUTHOR JOHN GREEN MET HENRY
REIDER, A YOUNG TUBERCULOSIS PATIENT
AT LAKKA GOVERNMENT HOSPITAL IN
SIERRA LEONE. JOHN BECAME FAST
FRIENDS WITH HENRY, A BOY WITH SPINDLY
LEGS AND A BIG, GOOFY SMILE. IN THE
YEARS SINCE THAT FIRST VISIT TO LAKKA,
GREEN HAS BECOME A VOCAL ADVOCATE
FOR INCREASED ACCESS TO TREATMENT
AND WIDER AWARENESS OF THE
HEALTHCARE INEQUITIES THAT ALLOW THIS
CURABLE, PREVENTABLE INFECTIOUS
DISEASE TO ALSO BE THE DEADLIEST,
KILLING OVER A MILLION PEOPLE EVERY
YEAR.

IN EVERYTHING IS TUBERCULOSIS, JOHN
TELLS HENRY’S STORY, WOVEN THROUGH
WITH THE SCIENTIFIC AND SOCIAL
HISTORIES OF HOW TUBERCULOSIS HAS
SHAPED OUR WORLD—AND HOW OUR
CHOICES WILL SHAPE THE FUTURE OF
TUBERCULOSIS.
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